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Introduction 

Peter Vogel 
• HR Matching AG: Founder and CEO (2011-) 
• Founder of “The Entrepreneur’s Ship” (2011-) 
• FutureWork Forum: Partner (2011-) 
• Stipendia International: Founder and President (2010-) 
• EPFL: PhD in Entrepreneurship (2009-) 
• Jobzippers Ltd: Founder and CEO (2008-2011) 
• ETHZ: Mechanical Engineering / Biomedical Engineering (2004-2009) 
 

„The perfect job for me is one which offers me day-to-day variety, one where I see my 
ideas become reality, one where I get to work with outstanding people and one where 

my work has a measurable impact on the success of relevant projects.“ 



Introduction 

Entrepreneurship and Career 
• Myths about Entrepreneurship 
• Generations Y and Z 
• Entrepreneurship as a Career 
 

The Swiss Startup Environment 
 

My Entrepreneurial Journey 
• The Past 
• The Present 
• The Future 
 



Entrepreneurship is about … 

passion 

vision 

Inspiration 

people 

ambition doing 

time 

luck 

leadership 

learning 

listening 

meaning 

commitment change 

failure 

you 

optimism 

uncertainty 

communication 

decisions 

telescope idea 



Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever 
achieve greatly (Robert Kennedy) 

Entrepreneurship and Career 



Myths about Entrepreneurship 



Myths about Entrepreneurship 

Entrepreneurs are no heroes 
 …no super powers 
 …usually just don’t want to work for someone else 
 
The typical start-up is… 
 … a one-man show operated from home 
 … not innovative and does not intend to grow 
 … not living more than 5 years 
 … not providing the founder with larger incomes 
 



Myths about Entrepreneurship 

BUT… 
• Entrepreneurs do what they love 
• Entrepreneurs have a larger upside potential than managers  



Myths about Entrepreneurship 



Myths about Entrepreneurship 
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Entrepreneurship as a Career Choice 



Entrepreneurship as a Career Choice 

Entrepreneurial Intentions of Students 

• Percentage of people who want to start a firm increases 10-fold after 5y 

• There exists a large intention – action gap.  
 

 

 

 

 



REGISTER ON YOUR CAMPUS AT: WWW.JOBZIPPERS.COM/SPEAKERS 
SPACES ARE LIMITED! 
ETHZ | EPFL | HSG | UNIL | UNIFR | FHNW | UNI CONSTANCE | LEUPHANA 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP AS YOUR CAREER PATH 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
John Bird 
legendary founder of „The Big Issue“ 
 

+ 16 more global entrepreneurs 
Twitter: #jess2011 

30. NOV, 17 - 20H 



The Swiss Startup Environment 



The Swiss Startup Environment 

Events 
• Founder Institute 
• Speakers Series 
• Startupweekend 
• START Summit 
• Startup Camp 

Blogs 
• blog.ch 
• entrepreneursship.org 
• startup.ch 
• startupticker.ch 
• startwerk.ch 

Organizations 
• CTI 
• Centralway Seed 
• Sandbox 
• Venturekick 
• Venturelab 

Investors  
• BAS  
• Centralway 
• Startup Monitor 
• Startup.ch 
• Startupticker.ch 

Complete list on www.entrepreneursship.org/startup-directory.html 

Books / Websites 
• Art of the Start 
• Business Model Generation 
• Mashable 
• Techcrunch 
• Wired 



My Entrepreneurial Journey 

Companies / Projects 



My Entrepreneurial Journey 

Teaching and Research 

• EPFL - Chair for Entrepreneurship 

• King Abdullah University of Science and Technology Saudi Arabia 
 

Coaching / Mentoring 
• A3 Angels 

• START Global 
 

Investments / Jury / Scout 

• Centralway 

• Venture 2012 

• KAUST Seed Fund 



My Entrepreneurial Journey 

The Entrepreneur’s Ship 
 

 

 

 

 

Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. 
Explore. Dream. Discover (Mark Twain) 



My Entrepreneurial Journey 

The Entrepreneur’s Ship 
 

 

 

 

 



My Entrepreneurial Journey 

The Entrepreneur’s Ship 
 

 

 

 

 



@pevogel             @theeship           @jobzippers 

What will your magical journey be? 

peter.vogel@entrepreneursship.org 
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